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ITEM:  2 
 
SUBJECT: Introduction of the Beneficial Use amendment to the Water Quality Control Plan 

for the North Coast Region 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
We will introduce the Beneficial Use amendment to the Water Quality Control Plan for the 
North Coast Region (Basin Plan), describe the contents of the amendment, and provide a 
tentative schedule for completing the amendment. 
 

DISCUSSION 
 
Water Quality Control plans (Basin Plans) provide the basis for protecting water quality in 
California.  Basin Plans are mandated by both the Federal Clean Water Act (CWA) and the State 
Porter-Cologne Water Quality Act (Porter-Cologne).  According to the California Water Code 
(CWC §13050 (j)), Basin Plans consist of the designation of beneficial uses to be protected, 
water quality objectives designed to protect the beneficial uses, and a program of implementation 
needed for achieving water quality objectives.  The CWA also requires that the State designate 
beneficial uses for surface waters for protection and propagation of fish, shellfish and wildlife, 
recreation in and on the water, use of water for public water supplies, and agricultural, industrial, 
and navigational purposes (CWA §101 and §303).  Beneficial uses must be designated for all 
waters of the State, within the boundaries of the State. 
 
Elements of a Basin Plan amendment dealing with surface water standards (water quality 
objectives and beneficial uses) and implementation plans are subject to the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (USEPA) approval pursuant to CWA Section 303.  USEPA has established 
procedures for conducting reviews of state programs every three years (triennially).  The process 
involves identification of those portions of the Water Quality Control Plan for the North Coast 
Region (Basin Plan), which require modification or additions.  A prioritized list of proposed 
amendments to the Basin Plan resulted from the most recent Triennial Review in 2001 (Attachment 1). 
 
This amendment is identified as the first priority scheduled project on the list of proposed Basin 
Plan amendments adopted on August 23, 2001 by the Regional Water Board in Resolution No. 
2001-93, at the conclusion of the Basin Plan Triennial Review process. 
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Based on the Triennial Review, Regional Water Board staff is proposing to complete this 
amendment, updating the Beneficial Use Section (Chapter 2) of the Basin Plan, including a 
complete review of beneficial use designations in all waterbodies within the region.   
 

 
AMENDMENT SCHEDULE 

 
 Regional Water Board staff is preparing a staff report which describes the Beneficial Use 

amendment.  The staff report will undergo scientific peer review and economic review during 
September/October 2002. 

 
 The staff report will be released to the Board, agencies, and public in November 2002. 

 
 Public workshops in November will be held in Santa Rosa, Eureka, and/or Yreka to accept public 

comments. 
 
 A revised staff report to respond to comments received by the public and other agencies will be 

released in January 2003. 
 
 A public hearing (following 45-day notice) will be held in February 2003.  The Regional Water 

Board will be asked to consider adopting the Beneficial Use amendment at the conclusion of the 
hearing. 

 
 
PRELIMINARY STAFF 
RECOMMENDATION: This is an informational item.  No formal Board action is necessary at 

this time. 
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